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Tuesday the country's messaging app Telegram has been blocked in Iran, following an order from Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei. Russia's state telecom regulator Roskomnadzor said the blocking followed a court order and that it was done in

accordance with a 2015 law that requires internet providers to block online information deemed threatening to national security.
"The blocking was based on the court order," Roskomnadzor spokesman Igor Gelfand said in an interview on Russian state news
agencies. Russia banned Telegram in October, after concluding that it was used by opposition activists in the run-up to a Dec. 4
parliamentary election that President Vladimir Putin's ruling party won in an overwhelming victory. Telegram on Tuesday said it

would appeal against the blocking order, citing alleged violations of its right to free speech. "Telegram will also appeal to the
European Court of Human Rights because it was a clear violation of our right to free expression," Nikolai Alexeyev, the

service's founder, said in a statement. "We strongly believe that Russia's blocking of Telegram violates its European Convention
on Human Rights obligations," he added, urging European Union regulators to take a tougher stance. Telegram users in Iran and
the Middle East appeared on Tuesday to be unable to use the service after it was blocked. Users in Iran reported that they were

unable to download a new version of the app that could bypass the ban. The U.N. human rights office said Iran has been
arbitrarily blocking apps since 2016, often denying the same app to multiple users or within the same day. In December,

Telegram said it has more than 200 million users in Iran, which it described as the second-largest user base in the Middle East
after Saudi Arabia. Gelfand said that Telegram users in Iran would lose the ability to communicate via the service following the
blocking. Russian state media last week cited a senior government adviser as saying that the ban was to protect national security.

The government's move has stoked concerns about free speech on the internet in Russia, which itself was criticized after
authorities blocked access to websites and social media platforms used by demonstrators during huge protests in 2011
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